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Majlis lecture of Hadhrat Mufti Ridha ul-Haq Jus 4 s

Translated and edited with footnotes by Mufti Aamir bin
Mawlana Mumtaz ul-Haq Nazir.

9 November 2025
18 Jumada al-Ula 1447
Dar al- ' Ulam Zakariyya
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“Have you not considered how Allah presents an example?A

good word is like a good tree, its root is firm and its branches
are in the sky.It gives its fruit at all times by permission of its

Lord.

And Allah presents examples for the people so that they may
take heed.” (Surah Ibrahim, 24-25)



Respected friends, companions, and honourable scholars!

Before all of us, the advice of the noble “ulama’, their knowledge,
and their blessed words were presented. May Allah (Jaig 4law place
blessing in the lives of all of them. Today there was a beautiful
recitation of Qur'an; we were also honoured to listen to na‘t and
hamd.

And the verses that were recited at the end, those very verses | also
recited before you. The discussion of today’s gathering will be
upon the meanings and themes of these blessed verses.

It was from the Sunnah and instruction of the Messenger of Allah
Azt that when people gather, especially seekers of knowledge,
someone among them should convey matters of din to them, give
advice, and speak words of goodwill. This is from the etiquettes of
a gathering: that in the gathering, the scholars should speak about
matters of din.

Abu Harun al-“ Abdi narrates that we used to come to Abu Sa‘id
al-Khudri (ra),
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Upon seeing us, he would say:
“Welcome, O guests of the Prophet'’s 25 instruction!”
Then he would say that the Messenger of Allah il had said:

“People will follow after you, and men will come to you from the
farthest regions of the earth to gain understanding of the religion.

So when they come to you, treat them well and show them
goodness.” (Tirmidhi, #2650)

Meaning: people from different regions will come to you to
understand the religion and to gain knowledge, so when they



come, make arrangements of goodwill for them; tell them words
of goodness; or request someone to explain matters of din to
them.

This is from the etiquettes of a gathering of knowledge: that some
religious matter should certainly be conveyed in the gathering,
whether one conveys it oneself, or has an appropriate person do
so, and upon being requested, one should not say: “I cannot say
anything.” Rather, placing trust in Allah, one should convey and
speak on some matter of din. When a person sits on a pulpit or on
a chair, Allah Himself inspires him with good words upon his
tongue.

The brothers of Tabligh Jama " at who travel in the path of Allah —
whether for four months, forty days, or any other duration — we
see that one of the greatest blessings of this effort is that Allah
Al g Alasw opens their hearts and allows beautiful words of din to
flow naturally from their tongues.

As you just heard, Mufti Shafi® (ra) would often say that whenever
we sit with the brothers of Tabligh, we always come away having
learned some new and beneficial point.

The fact of the matter is that Allah iy 4lasw expands the heart,
and many of the insights that are shared at times are
ijtihadi—emerging from sincere reflection and thoughtful
deduction, and they carry benefit and goodness.

In today’s gathering the discussion was on the subject of dhikr,
and our coming together here is also for this very purpose. | have
mentioned many times that dhikr is not merely an action of the
tongue; true dhikr is that which descends into the heart and turns
the heart toward Allah Al 4dlasw,

Mulla Al Qari (ra) has narrated an incident of a pious elder who
said:

“l was performing tawaf when Allah Jwis 4laww placed in my heart
the thought that another person was also performing tawaf, but
his heart was occupied with the marketplace and his business, just



as we sometimes pray and then forget how many rak’ at we have
performed, because our hearts are inattentive.

Then he saw that in the marketplace of Makkah Mukarramah a
man was sitting and selling something, yet his heart was
immersed in the remembrance of Allah Ay 4ilasw

In essence, the above incident teaches that the first man turned
his worship into a marketplace, and the second man turned his
marketplace into worship!

The real standard is the heart’'s connection.

For this reason, it is mentioned in the hadith that when Yusha® (as)
was setting out for jihad, he said:
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“Let no man accompany me who has just got married but has not
yet consummated it (because his heart will be attached to his
wife). Let no man accompany me who has built a house but has
not yet put on its roof (because his heart will remain preoccupied
with his home). And let no man accompany me who has
purchased sheep, cows, or pregnant camels, (because his heart
will not be detached from his livestock).”

(Muslim #1747)

Meaning: the real matter is the heart's attention. If the heart is
directed toward Allah Juis 4lasw | then everything falls into place.

It is a well-known story that Majnun once mounted his she-camel,
leaving her young one at home. The camel continued moving
forward, but Majnun was typically lost in his thoughts, in the
imagination of his beloved. After some time he realized that the



camel had turned back again, because her child was left behind
and her heart remained attached to her young one.

Majnun pushed her forward once more and made her continue on
the path, but because he was a poet absorbed in his imagination,
he became distracted again, and the camel returned home once
more.

Such is the nature of the heart when it remains tied to its
attachments and desires.

Expressing this condition, Majnun recited
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“My she-camel follows her desire, while my heart resists,

though both of them have been pulled by me through valleys and
dwelling places.

The desire of my camel (her child) pulls her behind me,
and my own desires (my beloved) lie ahead,

Yet she and | remain at odds with one another. (Thus our paths
are different: she keeps turning back, while | try to move forward)

| want to reach the land that lies before me,

but my camel longs for the land from which she came.



Therefore, whether it is salah or any good deed,the real point is
that a person’s heart must be attentive.

The incident of Mawlana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri (ra)

This incident is also very well-known: once Mawlana Khalil Ahmad
Saharanpuri (ra), along with a few companions, went to Gangoh to
visit Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (ra). Mawlana Rashid
Ahmad Gangohi (ra) held a central position for our elders. All of
them, such as Mawlana Husayn Ahmad Madani (ra), Shaykh
al-Hind (ra), Mawlana Khalill Ahmad Saharanpuri (ra), and Mawlana
Ashraf “ All Thanvi (ra), would turn to him, receive spiritual benefit
from him, and act upon his instructions. Hazrat Thanvi (ra) used to
say that after the passing of Haji Imdadullah Muhajir Makki (ra), we
said to Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangoht (ra) that from now on, in
all difficult and important matters, we will turn only to you.

INn any case, by the time this group arrived in Gangoh it was late,
and the "Isha’ prayer had already been performed. So some
companions said, “We will quickly offer our prayer and then eat.”

Mawlana Khalill Ahmad Saharanpuri (ra) said:
“No, not like this. We will eat first, and then we will pray.”
And he explained the reason:

“If we eat first, then our hearts will remain attentive during the
prayer, and this very eating will become an act of worship for us.
But if we perform the prayer while hungry, then in our prayer our
hearts will remain fixed on the food, and our prayer will turn into
food!

We want to make our food into prayer, not turn our prayer into
food!”

For this reason, we find in the Hadith that the Messenger of Allah
As& gave clear instruction in this regard.
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Narrated lbn “Umar (ra): The Messenger of Allah 2 said:

“When the supper of any one of you is served and the prayer is
established, then begin with your supper, and do not hurry until
you have finished it."

(Muslim #559)

Most scholars say that this relates to Ramadan, but even outside of
Ramadan the companions (ra) lived lives of hunger and poverty;
they often remained hungry.

Mawlana Muhammad Yadsuf Banuri (ra) made a very profound
remark. He used to say:

“This ruling that one should eat first and pray afterwards was
specifically for the companions (ra), who lived with hunger and
deprivation; not for people like us who are usually well-fed, and
accustomed to comfort and satiety!”

Our eating and drinking has become nothing but a habit. After
Fajr there is no real need, yet we say breakfast must be served; nor
Is there necessity at midday or evening, yet as soon as the time
arrives, food is demanded whether there is need or not.

Mawlana Ashraf “Ali Thanvi (ra) used to say:

“Shari®ah has made ‘time’ the cause of prayer that when the time
enters, you perform the prayer. Similarly, for fasting, specific times
were set that when the time enters, you break the fast; and when
the time enters, you eat suhur. But our people have turned time
itself into the cause of eating and drinking. As soon as the time
arrives, they consider it necessary to eat, whether there is a real
need or not.”



As | had mentioned earlier, dhikr should not be only with the
tongue; rather, the reality of dhikr must descend into the heart.
When we say g ilaha illa Allah, the heart must have certainty that
everything is from Allah iy s He is the Absolute Controller,
Knower of the Unseen, and Owner of all things. If He wills to give,
no one can prevent Him; and if He does not will to give, then the
entire world together cannot provide it.
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“Whatever mercy Allah opens for the people—none can withhold

it: and whatever He withholds—none can release it thereafter.
And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.”

(Sarah Fatir 2)
When this truth settles in the heart, this is tawhid.

But if the situation is such that a person continues reciting /g ilaha
illa Allah with the tongue, yet as soon as he reaches a grave, he
begins presenting his need before the saint buried there.

“O such-and-such saint, grant us this, give us that”, then the reality
of tawhid has not entered his heart.

Then the condition becomes such that the idols the Hindus
worship are standing upright, and the ones some Muslims ask
from are lying in their graves ,the only difference is between
“standing” and “lying down"!

Yes, go to the graves, certainly go, but make du‘ a for them; make
du’ a for yourself; ask Allah Jwis 4lasw through their wasilah. This is
correct.

But to say:

“Ya Ghaws-e-A" zam, help us,” or “Ya Qutb al-Agtab, assist us,” is
contrary to the Shari” ah and violates the creed of tawhid.



The true reality of tawhid and the essence of the kalimah is that |3
ilaha illa Allah becomes firmly rooted and deeply settled in our
hearts.

In the Noble Qur'an, Allah Jaiy 4w has presented a very profound
and powerful example regarding the Kalimah Tayyibah:
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“Have you not seen how Allah gives an example?

A pure word is like a pure tree, its root is firm and its branches rise
into the sky.lt gives its fruit at all times by permission of its

Lord. And Allah sets forth examples for the people so they may
take heed.”

(Sarah Ibrahim 24-25)

This Kalimah Tayyibah, La ilaha illa Allah, Muhammadun
Rasdulullah, is that very kalimah which Allah Juiy 4w has
declared to be the means of salvation. The companions (ra) used to
say that no kalimah is superior to this kalimah; and had there been
another kalimah superior to it, the Messenger of Allah st would
have presented it to Abu Talib, but he presented only this kalimah:
la ilaha illa Allah.

This is that Kalimah beyond which nothing can advance; and
when it rises upward, the gates of the heavens are opened for it.
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It is narrated from Abu Hurayrah (ra) that the Messenger of Allah
Asd said: “Whenever a servant says I ilaha illa Allah sincerely, the



gates of the heavens are opened for him until this kalimah reaches
the Throne, so long as he avoids the major sins.” (Tirmidhi +3590)

Allah M4 4lail says:
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(Sarah Fatir, 10)

“To Him ascend the pure words, and the righteous deed raises
them.”

lbn Kathir (ra) said:
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lbn “ Abbas (ra) said: “The pure word refers to the remembrance of
Allah, which ascends to Allah, the Mighty and Exalted; and the
righteous deed refers to the fulfillment of His obligations.”

And this is the Kalimah without which a person’s salvation and
deliverance are not possible.

And this is that Kalimah which, if placed on one side of a scale and
if the heavens and the earth were placed on the other side, the
heavens and the earth would become light and this Kalimah
would outweigh them.
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“Abdullah ibn “Amr (ra) narrates from the Prophet st that he
said:

“l instruct you with /g ilaha illa Allah, because if the seven heavens
and the seven earths were placed in one pan of a scale, and /a
ilaha illa Allah placed in the other, this Kalimah would outweigh
them.And if the seven heavens and the seven earths were a tightly
sealed ring, Ia ilaha illa Allah and subhan Allah wa bi-hamdih
would break them apart.This is the prayer of every creature, and
through it every creature is given its provision.”

(AlI-Adab al-Mufrad #548)

And the Messenger of Allah iyt said that the best form of dhikr is
Ia ilaha illa Allah — and how easy and blessed this dhikr is!
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Jabir ibn “Abdillah (ra) said:
| heard the Messenger of Allah st say:

“The best dhikr is Ia ilaha illa Allah, and the best supplication is
al-hamadu lillah.”

(Tirmidhi #3383)

It does not even take five or ten minutes to read a full set of tasbih
of Ia ilaha illa Allah, within five or ten minutes an entire tasbih can
be completed. In the same way, in six or seven minutes one can
complete a full tasbih of astaghfirullah.

whether one says:
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Astaghfiru llaha alladhri Ia ilaha illa Huwa



" iRl
or Astaghfiru llah
faslial) A iR
or Astaghfiru llgha |- Azim

And sending Salawat and Durud upon the Prophet st is among
his rights over us. Reciting it a hundred times takes no more than
seven or eight minutes. But Shaytan creates distractions and stirs
up heedlessness, preventing us from doing any of this.

In SUrah al-Nas, Allah Juiy 4ilawm describes Shaytan as u-“UM}S‘
u.ul.nJ\”

This refers to the retreating whisperer, the one who continually
casts whispers into the hearts of people, yet withdraws back
whenever Allah is remembered.

It is mentioned in the hadith:
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“When the call to prayer is given, Shaytan turns his back and runs
away, and as he flees, he passes wind loudly so that he does not
hear the adhan.

Then when the adhan ends, he returns.
When the igamah is pronounced, he again turns and runs away.

Then when the igamah finishes, he returns once more until he
comes between a person and his heart, saying: ‘Remember
such-and-such, remember such-and-such’, things he had not



remembered before, until the man no longer knows how many
rak® at he has prayed.”

(Bukhdari #608)

Meaning: the sound of the adhan is so heavy upon Shaytan that he
runs away, even passing gas as he flees.

But as soon as the prayer begins, Shaytan returns again and
begins whispering into a person’s heart: “Remember this,
remember that,” until the worshipper no longer knows how many
rak " at he has prayed.

May Allah Auis 4lass have mercy on the imams of the masajid, for
through their voice we are able to know: is it the first rak " ah or the
second? By slightly lengthening the takbir, one understands
whether to stand or to sit. But if an imam reads a very short takbir,
following the pronunciation style of Hardoi, people would become
confused—should they stand or sit? For generally a person does
not remember.

This is a clear proof of the presence of Shaytan: during the adhan, a
person does not make mistakes (except very rarely when someone
is extremely distressed or deeply lost in thought). In
congregational prayer, mistakes are uncommon, but when praying
individually, a person repeatedly wonders, ‘Did | pray two rak " at or
three? Or perhaps four?’ because he gets easily distracted and
remains lost in his own thoughts.

Explanation of the Verse
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(Ibrahim 24-25)

In this noble verse Allah i 4laww states that the Kalimah Tayyibah
la ilaha illa Allah Muhammad Rasual Allah , is like a pure tree.



A palm tree has a single, firm root; similarly, this Kalimah has a root

and that root is Tman, meaning firm conviction and certainty in
Allah (dad g Adlas,

Just as the root of the palm tree is strong, the root of Ia ilaha illa
Allah is 1man.

Above this root stands the next level, the trunk of the palm tree. In
the same way, the trunk of the Kalimah is igrar (affirmation):

to say la ilaha illa Allah Muhammad Rasul Allah and to affirm it.

It is mentioned in the hadith that just as the palm tree rises high,
the Kalimah Tayyibah also rises upward.
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Anas ibn Malik (ra) narrates that a basket containing fresh dates
was brought to the Messenger of Allah 2sf. He ilsit said:

“The example of the pure word is like that of a pure tree:

its root is firm and its branches rise into the sky; it gives its fruit at
all times by the permission of its Lord.”

The Prophet st then said:
“That pure tree is the date-palm.”
(Tirmidhi #3119)

Then above the trunk of the palm tree are its branches.



In the same way, the Kalimah Tayyibah also has branches:
The branch of salah,

the branch of sawm,

the branch of hajj,

the branch of zakah,

the branch of charity,

the branch of social conduct,

the branch of mutual dealings and behavior,

the branch of transactions, the branch of nikah, and so on — it has
numerous branches!

And on these branches there are leaves which remain through all
seasons, winter and summer alike.

Similarly, what is meant here are those actions which are done
consistently, not that a person acts only in Ramadan and then
takes a break afterward.

Then upon those leaves the fruit appears.

Here, the “fruit” refers to the righteous deeds we perform; and
Allah iy 4lasw certainly grants reward and blessings for those
deeds, blessings in this world and blessings in the Hereafter.

Imam al-Qurtubl writes under this verse:
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“Thus, it is permissible that the meaning is: the root of the word in
the heart of the believer — which is faith — is likened to the
date-palm in its firm place of growth; and the elevation of his
deeds to the sky is likened to the rising branches of the date-palm;
and Allah’s reward for him is likened to its fruit.”



May Allah Jwis 4w grant all of us the blessings of 1a ilaha illa Allah!

From the Letters of Hadhrat Mufti Mahmud Hasan (ra)

“It is also mentioned in the hadith that one should not shout
excessively when saying Ia ilaha illa Allah.
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‘You are not calling upon One who is deaf or absent.’ (4)

So if you recite dhikr aloud, then do so gently, not loudly. Allah
Hud g Alasw is Not absent, for a person only shouts to call someone
who is far away.

For this reason, Allah Al 4las said:
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(Sarah al-A ‘raf 205)
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within yourself,

or another translation: in solitude, alone.

with humility.
Aid
with fear.
ol Gy

with a slight level of audibility, but not with excessive loudness.”

A person asked:



“An important matter is that sometimes, in fact, most of the time, |
feel no strength for dhikr. Sometimes | begin, but after two or
three tasbihat | become tired. Please advise.”

Answer:

“Remember this much: a great amount of effort and
determination is required.

Allah Audiy 4lasw says in the Qur'an:
PP EE
‘And the remembrance of Allah is greatest.

Dhikr should be done with as much effort and resolve as possible.
When you feel tired, then turn toward Allah and make du " a:

‘O Allah, grant me strength and resolve, and do not deprive me of
taking Your name.” Also, do not make the voice of dhikr too loud,
for excessive loudness causes quick fatigue. May Allah (i 4dlasw
help you.”
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(1747#) slee pana
Narrated by Hammam ibn Munabbih, who said:

“This is what Abu Hurayrah (ra) narrated to us from the Messenger of
Allah Zsg,”

and he mentioned several ahadith, among them:
The Messenger of Allah 2zt said:

“A prophet from among the prophets went out on a military
expedition. He said to his people:

‘No man should follow me who has married a woman but has not yet
consummated the marriage and still wishes to do so; nor any man
who has built a house but has not yet completed its roof; nor any man
who has purchased sheep or pregnant she-camels and is waiting for
them to give birth.’

So he marched, and he approached a village around the time of ‘Asr
prayer — or close to that. He said to the sun:

‘You are commanded, and | am commanded.
O Allah, hold it back for me for a short while.’
So it was held back for him until Allah granted him victory,.

Then they gathered what they had taken as spoils of war, and a fire
came to consume it — but it refused to devour it.

He said, ‘There is ghulal (misappropriation of war spoils) among you. Let
one man from every tribe give me his pledge.’

So they gave their pledges, and the hand of one man stuck to his hand.



He said, ‘There is ghuldl among you. Let your whole tribe give me their
pledge.’

They pledged to him, and (again) the hands of two or three men stuck
to his hand.

He said, ‘There is ghultdl among you — you have committed it.’
They brought out something like the head of a cow made of gold.

They placed it with the rest of the spoils, which were on the open
ground. Then the fire came and consumed it.

Spoils of war were never made lawful for any people before us.

Allah, Blessed and Exalted, saw our weakness and our inability, so He
made them lawful for us.”

— Sahih Muslim, no. 1747.
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‘Ata’ibn Yasdr narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (ra), who said:



“We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah iz when a man from
the desert came, wearing a garment of coarse wool. He came and
stood over the head of the Prophet 2s£ and said, ‘Your companion has
lowered every horseman — or he said: he intends to lower every
horseman — and raise every shepherd.’

The Prophet 2z took hold of the front of his garment and said, ‘Do |
not see upon you the clothing of someone who lacks understanding?’

Then he 2s2 said: ‘When the Prophet of Allah, NGh 2w 4=, was about
to die, he said to his son: “I| am going to relate to you my will. |
command you with two things and | forbid you from two things.

| command you to (say) La ilaha illa Allah, for if the seven heavens and
the seven earths were placed on one side of a scale, and La ilaha illa
Allah placed on the other side, it would outweigh them. And if the
seven heavens and the seven earths were a solid, closed ring, La ilaha
illa Allah would break it.

And (Il command you with) Subhan Allahi wa bi-hamdih, for it is the
prayer of all things, and through it everything is provided.

And | forbid you from shirk and from pride.”

I ("Abdullah ibn ‘Amr) said — or it was said — ‘O Messenger of Allah,
we know what shirk is, but what is pride? Is it that one of us wears a
fine garment?’

He st said, ‘No.’

‘Is it that he wears two good sandals with good straps?’
He st said, ‘No.’

‘Is it that one of us has a riding animal?’

He s said, ‘No.’

‘Is it that one of us has companions who sit with him?’
He 2s2 said, ‘No.’

‘O Messenger of Allah, then what is pride?’



He st said:
‘Rejecting the truth and looking down on people.”

— Al-Adab al-Mufrad, no. 548.
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(2309# -8 s5)
Narrated by Abu Sa “id al-Khudri (ra):

The Messenger of Allah s said:

“MUsa 2l e said, ‘O my Lord, teach me something by which | may
remember You and supplicate to You.’

Allah said, ‘O Mudsa, say: La ilaha illa Allah.’

He said, ‘O my Lord, all of Your servants say this. | wanted something
that You would make exclusively for me.’

Allah said, ‘O Mdsa, if the seven heavens and all who dwell in them
besides Me, and the seven earths, were placed on one side of a scale,
and La ilaha illa Allah placed on the other side, the words La ilaha illa
Allah would outweigh them."””

— Reported in Sharh al-Sunnah-cited in Mishkat al-Masabih, no.
23009.
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Anas ibn Malik (ra) narrates that a basket containing fresh dates was
brought to the Messenger of Allah Ist. He st said:

“The example of the pure word is like that of a pure tree:
its root is firm and its branches rise into the sky;

it gives its fruit at all times by the permission of its Lord.”
The Prophet i then said:

“That pure tree is the date-palm.”

And he st said:

“The example of the evil word is like the example of an evil tree which
has been uprooted from the surface of the earth and has no stability.”

He tst said:
“That evil tree is the hanzal (bitter colocynth).”
The narrator says:

“l informed Aba al- “Aliyah (ra) of this, and he said: ‘He has spoken the
truth and explained it well.””

—Tirmidhi, no. 3119.
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Narrated by Aba Mdsa al-Ash “ari (ra):

We were with the Messenger of Allah 2s%, and whenever we ascended
a high place or overlooked a valley, we would proclaim tahlil and
takbir, and our voices would rise.

The Prophet 2z said:

“O people, be gentle with yourselves.

You are not calling upon One who is deaf or absent.
Rather, He is with you — He is All-Hearing, Ever-Near.
Blessed is His Name, and Exalted is His Majesty.”

—al-Bukhari no. 2992.
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